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  THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH  IN CUMBERLAND 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 P.O. Box 247 - 282 Main Street -  Cumberland Center, Maine  04021 

  An Open and Affirming Congregation 

Caring Deeply, Serving Boldly 

Senior Minister The  Reverend Diane Bennekamper 
                     Bennekamper_diane@comcast.net  Assistant Minister:  The Reverend Judy Braun   
          jbraun14@msn.com 

Office hours:  M– TH 8:30-2:30  F 8:30-12:30  
Email: office@cumberlanducc.org 
Website: www.cumberlanducc.org 
Telephone: (207) 829-3419 

50th Annual  

Village Christmas Fair 

November 19th * 8:30am-2:30pm 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Come One, Come All! 



 

 

 

What a Fall we are having!!!!  Fifty-seven solar panels up and running.  Approximately 280 Window Dresser’s 
window inserts made in our Parish Hall to help neighbors stay warmer and use less fuel to heat this winter.  
Construction underway to reorient the choir loft to make more permanent the new direction and location of 
the choir.  Music has a new sound for us, too.  The Woodbank is delivering a record number of cords of 
wood.  Wow!!  We have so much to be thankful for -  and that is the season we are coming into – the season 
of THANKFULNESS.  

One of the causes we have supported (albeit in a somewhat under the radar way)  is Holy Joe’s Café.  On the 
Sunday nearest Veterans Day, we donate the money you leave at coffee hour to Holy Joe’s.  The purpose is 
to enable Military Chaplains to create Coffee House Ministries at their military installations.  These Coffee 
Houses provide a setting where Chaplains can meet with service members – offer fellowship, friendship,    
personal and spiritual support, in a relaxed, informal atmosphere after the stress and tension of their military 
assignment. This ministry was started 10 years ago by the First Congregational Church UCC in Wallingford CT, 
and now serves 150 chaplains in 47 countries.  Bring a little extra cash on November 13 to put toward this 
meaningful ministry. 

Also, we received a thank you note from The Lamb House in Cherryfield, Maine.  Council voted to send a   
donation of $100 to them.  This is a ministry of the First Congregational Church of Cherryfield – a church with 
33 members – that has renovated the house next door to the church “…to be a residential facility that       
promotes community stability by providing short term housing for those forced to leave their homes due to 
fire or structural damage due to natural causes. When not in use as an emergency residence, The Lamb 
House will be available as a temporary residence for organization-based volunteer groups that provide      
services that benefit the community.”  We became aware of this ministry while in Washington County on our 
regular, summer home repair and weatherization mission trip.  It is a privilege to support this HUGE project, 
accomplished by a SMALL church in an economically challenged part of our state. (see p. 3) 

Please, take a moment to look around at the blessings that are yours, individually, as well as the blessings 
that we share in this church.  Stop, and truly give thanks – not that we have so much, but that we are able to 
share: protecting the environment, helping the needy, supporting so many worthwhile efforts that make this 
a better world – the world that God seeks – full of love and justice. 

Thanks be to God. YOU are amazing.  

Thanksgiving Blessings, 
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Minister’s Musings   



3 

Judy’s Journey               Judy Braun , Assistant Minister 

        
This was sermon prep time for Judy this summer and it is the only art for November. Chapel space will be used 
for Christmas fair prep and display.  In December we will enjoy the photography of Lorraine Martin. 
 
Faith Exploration is a group that meets on Tuesday afternoons at 1pm.  The Lectio Devina method of 
study is used to study and contemplate scripture.  It is an ancient practice dating to the third century                     
Benedictines.   This group has been meeting for several years now and we have read the Gospels, Revelation, 
Genesis, Exodus and Leviticus.  We will finish our study following the worship series,  “Dwelling and                   
Indwelling.”   

 We begin by quieting our minds with silence.  We then read a section of scripture .  We are listening for the still, 
small voice of God that will speak to us personally - not loudly, but intimately.  In lectio we read slowly,              
attentively, gently listening to hear a word or phrase that is God's word for us this day. Here is where we have 
some discussion.  Then we read the scripture again, or continue on. Through meditation we allow God's word to 
become His word for us, a word that touches us and affects us at our deepest levels.  In the silence, between     
reading and discussion, we allow God to speak to our real selves to be touched and changed by the word of God. 

If this sounds interesting to you but you cannot come to the afternoon group, I could be persuaded to start an 
evening group.   I dearly love this practice. 
 

Downeast Mission News 
            October 14, 2016 
Dear Rev. Bennekamper, 
Thank you for the generous gift of $100.  Your donation given on September 16, 2016 puts us another step 
closer to matching the $5000 matching grant for The Lamb House’s heating system. 
Support for The Lamb House continues to grow.  We are honored to include 
you among our friends, and look forward to keeping you updated on our                      
progress. 
Again, heartfelt thanks. 
Marty Resotko, Chair 
 
“The Lamb House, a Refuge from Fire and Storm,” is a regional project           
encompassing ten towns in southwest Washington County with the mission to 
provide temporary shelter to those who have lost their homes to fire or other 
natural disasters. 

Diane and Lorraine on Downeast 
Mission trip 2016 

Lorraine Martin, contributed photo 



 
     
 

 

 

Third Grade Bibles 

Congratulations to Alex Wall, Karinna Beacham, Kylie Greco, Reagan 
Metayer, and Reid Haile! These third and fourth graders received The 
Children’s Illustrated Bible during the worship service on October 30th.  
We hope that the bibles are an inspiration to you as you grow in God’s 
love. 

Volunteers needed- painting, teacher substitutes, and sewing help: 

The Blue Room classroom could use a bit of a makeover. If you’re handy with a paintbrush and would like to help, 
please let Michelle know. (Days/times to be scheduled to fit volunteers’ schedules.) 
We are also in need of a few folks who would be willing to be substitute teachers in church school to cover days when 
both teachers are out. This would be with notice (eg I won’t call you at 9am to teach at 9:30!) The new curriculum is 
very easy to pick up once you’ve had an overview. If you are able to help in this way, please let Michelle know. 

Some of the costumes that we use for pageant and the Christmas Eve tableau are over 10 years old and starting to 
show their age. If you are willing to help sew some new robes (fairly simple and forgiving construction!), please let 
Michelle know.  Thank you!  

It’s time to sign up for the Christmas Pageant! 

All children in preschool- grade 6 are welcome to participate; there is a part for 
everyone!   Pageant rehearsals will be held during church school time on Nov. 
27th and Dec. 4th, with a dress rehearsal that week TBA.  The pageant will be 
during worship on Dec. 11th.  

Please let Michelle know by November 6th  if your child would like to be                            
involved, including their preference for a speaking or non-speaking part. Please 
consider whether your child will be able to make it to all the rehearsals (barring 
such things as illness and weather, of course.) We only have three rehearsals 
this year, so want to make sure children with larger parts, are able to be at all/

most. We may need to sneak in a mid week rehearsal for some of them as well. I will get scripts out to the speakers 
before Thanksgiving. It really helps if they start learning their lines before rehearsals! 

We’ll need parents to help out too, please let us know if you can. An email to michelle@cumberlanducc.org will 
suffice. There will also be a signup sheet for children and volunteers in the Connector. 

Thanksgiving Baskets 

Our church has a wonderful tradition of delivering goodies at Thanksgiving time to church members in need of cheer. 
A few years ago, we started a new tradition of making cookies during church school to put in the baskets and it was a 
hit all around. We could use some volunteers to make sugar cookie dough ahead of time (recipe provided so we’re all 
using the same one), as well as some to help the children cut and decorate their cookies on November 20th. We will 
also need volunteers to help deliver baskets to home-bound church members during that week. Thank you! 
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Diane and Jim lead Children’s Time                            
Lorraine Martin photo 



Pilgrim Fellowship 
PF – Youth Group for 7th -12th Graders 

QUESTION: "What has the PF been doing so far this Fall?" 

ANSWER: LOTS of FUN STUFF!!  Chalk drawing, BBQ, S'mores,Birthday Party, Planning for upcoming bene-
fit supper, Games, Decorating pumpkins for children's hospital and of course lots of Laughs, Silliness, and 
Snacks!!  

Upcoming Plans: PL Themed Benefit Dinner  on November 12th!!!!  See shaded box for details... 
 

The PF would like to wish everyone a very Happy Thanksgiving!  

Blessings,  Sandy and Elizabeth, PF Co-Leaders: sandy.thomas76@gmail.com, egthomas88@gmail.com   
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May we have your attention, please?!! 

 

The P.F. would like to invite you to their  

“Animal Week at Pilgrim Lodge” Theme Dinner and Silent Auction benefit event!!  

When:   November 12th, Saturday 6:00 (Doors open at 5:30!) 

Where: Congregational Church in Cumberland 

Cost:       $10.00 for a “Single Bunk” Ticket  ��             $25.00 for a “Family Cabin” Ticket �� 

What to Expect: Homemade Comfort, Camp Food/Camp Music/Camp Fun with Good Friends 

                                  …all for TWO great causes: Pilgrim Lodge and Heifer International!! 

                            Tickets will be on sale after church services and from the office. 

Questions? Contact Elizabeth at  egthomas88@gmail.com 

mailto:Sandy.thomas76@gmail.com
mailto:egthomas88@gmail.com
mailto:egthomas88@gmail.com
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Deacon’s Corner      
 
                                                                                                
 

I was walking the dog on one of my favorite trails, thinking about all the things I had to do, what I didn't 
do, social injustices, political climate, climate change, and what we're going to have for dinner. 
 
For some reason.... I looked up and noticed this light coming through the trees highlighting the leaves’ 
beautiful color in radiant glory. This snapped me back to the here and now, allowing me to realize in this 
moment it was all beautiful. 
 
And then I remembered a song that often grounds me, which you may know: 

 
'Tis the gift to be simple, 'tis the gift to be free 

'Tis the gift to come down where we ought to be, 
And when we find ourselves in the place just right, 

'Twill be in the valley of love and delight. 
When true simplicity is gained, 

To bow and to bend we shan't be ashamed, 
To turn, turn will be our delight, 

Till by turning, turning we come 'round right.  
- written by Elder Joseph Bracket 

 
So I walked out of the woods a little bit lighter and didn't worry about dinner until I got home. 
 
I share this experience as perhaps a reminder in this month of fall, filled with uncertainty and gratitude, 
that when we come back to the simple things - are true to ourselves, are grounded in spirit and faith - 
there is room for compassion of self and others.  
 
Peace be with you. 
          —Deacon Kari Haugen 
 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING 

The Neighbors in Need (NIN) offering, which we will receive on November 20th, supports the UCC’s                            
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States.  Two-thirds of the offering is used by 
the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of local and national justice initiatives,                        
advocacy efforts, and direct service projects.  NIN also supports our American Indian neighbors in the UCC. 
One third of the offering goes to the UCC’s Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM) providing                                 
assistance to 20 UCC congregations on reservations and one urban, multi-tribal UCC congregation. CAIM is 
also an invaluable resource for more than 1,000 individuals from dozens of tribes and nations who are 
member of other UCC congregations in the U.S.  

 

The 2016 theme for NIN is "This we believe" and connects the issue of 
child hunger to the work that UCC congregations are doing to serve their 
community and address this injustice.  

NIN helps make another world possible. It needs your support. 
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Community Music Outreach Program 
One of the missions of the music program at our church is to reach out to the       
surrounding communities through music. Beside concerts and music performances, 
private piano lessons are now being offered. Our new music office is ready to accept 
piano students. This music program is intended to help persons, especially children, 
in our community discover and develop God-given talent through the transforming 
power of music. The piano lessons are offered at a lower rate in comparison to the 
current rates of other music schools. Please pass this news around. To find out 
more, contact Dr. James Nga at 650-678-8713 or jameswes67@gmail.com.  

     Council Notes from October Council Meeting: 
 
Glorious fall is here and there’s a nip in the air!  I hope you have had time to go outside and 
enjoy the season! 

 
Highlights from the October Council Meeting are as follows: 
 
-Financially, we are on an even keel.  There have been a few hiccups with the in-house payroll system but 
they are being resolved.  Amazonsmile (charitable arm of Amazon.com) has accepted our church on the 
list of organizations that can be designated to receive a small amount (.5%) of every eligible purchase 
made on Amazon.com…please consider our church as your Amazonsmile designee (see the following 
website address for info: https://smile.amazon.com/gp/aw/ch/about) 
 
The Council applauded the work of the Green Team on the solar installation as well as the Window                    
Dressers project . 
 
The problems with the carpet installation in the connector and parish hall are being resolved with Paul 
White Flooring and there will soon be a plan to reconfigure the front right choir loft to improve the ability 
of the choir to see the choir director while he is seated at the piano.  Source of funds for the latter project 
will be decided once the scope of the work has been determined. 
 
Piano lessons will soon be available as part of our music program.  See box below for details from Jim Nga. 
 
Work continues on a new website for the church and a small group has been tasked with helping our 
Communications Coordinator get the new site up and running ASAP. 
 
A new Service Team, The Local Housing Project, has been approved, the focus of which is a home in                      
Cumberland in need of major work.  Much like the mission work that is done in Washington County, this 
is a local home in need of serious repairs.   
 
Council Conversations will be held after church on October 30th with a focus on the work of Service 
Teams. 
 
It was with sadness that the Council noted the death of Dick Sweetser, whose service was on October 23rd.  
The Council also accepted the resignation of Mark Benton from the Council (Mark and Kathi have moved 
to Auburn and evening meetings are problematic).  In addition, the Council approved Caroline Thomas as 
a substitute PF leader, and Lorraine Martin was given the authority to vote as a delegate at the Maine   
Conference Annual Meeting. 
 
Our next Council meeting will be November 9th, 2016.  Any and all are welcome to attend Council                          
meetings - start at 6:30PM and generally last two hours.  The meetings are held in the Farwell Room. 
 
Gail Witherill, Moderator 

mailto:jameswes67@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/aw/ch/about
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Stewardship Sunday (PLEDGE SUNDAY) will be November 13 
 
 

Let’s Build a Church 
 

“This is the church. This is the steeple.  Open the doors and see all the                     
people!” 

 
This children’s rhyme reminds us that the church is not just a building.                          
It’s the people.  We are the people who have responded to Jesus’ invitation 
to “Follow Me.”  
 
HOW? By being disciples of Jesus and providing an environment for                       
worshipping the risen Lord; by loving and encouraging one another; and by 
acting in ways that change the lives of people inside and outside our                       
community for the better. 
 
Our important work requires leadership, management, a building, and                   
money.   Tithes and donations are vital.  Pledges enable the Treasurer and 
Council to plan and prepare a realistic, responsible budget for the next fiscal 
year. 
 
WHO MUST BE INVOLVED?  God has only children, not distant relatives.  It’s up to us!  Friends and 
members alike are invited to participate. 
 
WHAT?  Our 2017 pledge campaign has begun.  The goal is to raise $235,000 in pledges by November 13.  
This is an increase from the current year to support the new music program, provide modest salary increases, 
and pay other increased costs.  Please consider prayerfully renewing your pledge.  Please increase it if you 
can. 
      
WHAT ACTION CAN YOU TAKE?     Pledge by writing on a pledge card or a piece of paper or in an 
email.  Specify the total amount of giving for 2017 and how you plan to give it (by week, by month, or in an 
annual lump sum).  
 

�Mail your pledge card in the envelope included in the mailing you received from the church; or 

�Drop your pledge card in the offering plate or in the church office on or before November 13; or 

�E-mail your pledge amount and how frequently you plan to give to susan@cumberlanducc.org ; and 

�To fulfill your pledge:  write checks;  put cash in an envelope with your name on it; arrange for a    
direct deposit or auto withdrawal, transfer of stocks, or in any other way. The office can assist you in 
making appropriate arrangements. 

�For a tax deduction this year, contribute all or part of your pledge by Dec 31. 

 
Thank You!       

The 2017 Annual Pledge Committee 
Al Alschuler, Gary Hazard, Ellie Walker, and Liz Wall 

 
 

mailto:susan@cumberlanducc.org
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THE 50TH ANNUAL 

VILLAGE CHRISTMAS FAIR 

Saturday November 19, 8:30 am-2:30 pm 

The Fair is less than 3 weeks away!!  Here are some reminders:   

 

*  Containers are in the connector where you can deposit your gently-used jewelry and scarves, purses, and 
neckties for the Gently Used Jewelry and Accessories Boutique. 

*  Consider making a donation to help offset the high cost of buying the lobster for the popular lobster stew 
and lobster rolls served at the Luncheon.  Apple, pumpkin, pecan and chocolate cream pies are needed for the 
Luncheon area.  Sign up in the connector. 

*  Make any dish that can be cooked and frozen such as chicken pot pie, chili, casseroles, lasagna and soups 
for the Frozen Foods Table.  Pint and quart containers are available   in the kitchen for you to use (lasagna/
casserole should be frozen in aluminum pans).  

* If you knit or sew, donate fleece hats for men, women and children, and mittens and socks for The Stitchery. 

*  The Cookie Walk needs plastic containers from the grocery that your muffins, cookies, and lettuce come in.  
Also needed are your baked cookies to be brought to the Church on November 18th. 

*  The Green Table is looking for cat food cans, not tuna cans. 

* Donate a few jars of your jams, jellies, pickles, relishes, candied nuts, soup mixes, etc. to the Country               
Cupboard.  Please take one or more of the kits and mugs to be filled that are on the table in the connector.  
They need to be returned on or before November 18th.           

*  Plan ahead to donate baked goods to include cakes, pies, needhams, fudge, truffles, cupcakes, muffins, 
breads, cookies, and gluten free treats to the Baked Goods Table.  They need to be dropped off from 9am-
7pm on Friday, November 18th.  Also, volunteers are needed to help at this table.   

*  Don't forget to buy your Raffle Tickets for the wonderful items that were donated. 

*  The Woodworking Table is looking for your handmade wooden items. 

*  Save Books and White Elephant items for both of these much visited rooms.  Please do not bring these 
items for these rooms to the Church before Sunday, November 13th as we have no room for storage. 

� Volunteer to work the day of the Fair or during the week to help set up.  Please park in the lot behind the 
Church on Fair Day. 

 

WATCH FOR DONATION CONTAINERS, SIGN-UPS AND OTHER INFO IN THE CONNECTOR 

OUR THANKS TO EVERYONE FOR MAKING THIS  

TRULY A--- VILLAGE CHRISTMAS FAIR! 

SEE YOU THERE! 

 
 

 



 During this season of Thanksgiving, we  thank the people who feed us and keep us warm.  

 

Thank you Soup Kitchen Managers, led by Patty Parker: 

 

 

 

And the many volunteers who come to serve every second Sunday, especially Gary Hazzard, a regular! 

 
  Thank You Soup Kitchen Cookie Bakers: 

While our decades-long mission serving a Sunday meal a month at the Preble Street Soup Kitchen 
continues, we are no longer asking church members to provide cookies. The number of people                   
being served has increased to a point where providing enough homemade cookies is no longer                    
feasible. The cookies were much appreciated, and it was a labor of love from all who so willingly 
baked. To all the people who have baked cookies over the years—a heartfelt “Thank You!”                                                              

     — Ellen Glatter (and thanks, Ellen, for the gentle email and phone call reminders) 

 

 

Thank you Food Pantry Volunteers—coordinated by Laurie Reed: 
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Amy Hutnak 
Barb Cornish 
Betty Chesley 
Connie Bingham 
Cynthia Wilcox 
Dave Smith 
Deb and Paul Auclair 
Elaine Godsoe 
Karen Gallati 
Martha Morrison 
Heidi Williams 
Joan Semenuk 
John Cornish 
Judy Braun 

Karen Stevens 
Katie Campbell 
Kay Fowler 
Laurie Reed 
Linda Storey 
Martha Leggat 
Nick Semenuk 
Pam Dawson 
Pam Russell 
Paul Chesley 
Sally Bancroft 
Sam Andrews 
Sandy Green 
Sheran Andrews 

Patty and Dan Parker 
Peter Bingham 
Mark Benton 

Jonathan Labaree  
Dale Denno 
Mark McConnell 

Thank you, Dave Witherill, for all you did to make our first Window Dressers 
Community Build a success! You measured hundred(s) of windows in                            
September and coordinated our Build in October, to save energy, reduce 
costs, and keep our neighbors warm this winter.  And thank you to the dozens 
of volunteers who wrapped nearly 300 inserts for 35 families! 
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Sam, Martha, Sheran, and Pam display fresh 
produce at the Food Pantry 

Pam Russell, contributed photo 



Gather at The Cumberland Congregational Church 
4:00pm Concert in the sanctuary by  

 
5:15pm Caroling on the steps…..led by  

  

5:30 pm Santa arrives by Fire Engine and Lights the Tree 
Cookies and Visits with Santa follow in the Parish Hall.  
Also...family craft making table will be available!  

 
The Cumberland/North Yarmouth Lions  

The Cumberland Fire Department  
The Cumberland/North Yarmouth  

Community Recreation  
The Congregational Church in Cumberland 
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11/02 Elias Leggat-Barr 
11/02 David Morse 

11/06 AJ Curtis 
11/07 Donna McConnell 
11/08 Jonathan Labaree 
11/09 Nikki Piaget 
11/12 Keith Kolodgie 
11/13 Susan McGinty 
11/13 Maggie Reed 
11/15 Donna Goldstein 
11/15 Kara Milair 
11/16 Isabella Chandler 
11/16 Michael Morse 
11/17 Grant Kern 
11/18 John Chandler 
11/18 Brody Gifford 
11/19 Nancy Faatz 

11/19 Frankie Oulton 
11/19 Norene Ward 
11/21 Meredith Clark 
11/21 Peter McFarland IV 
11/21 Larry Morse 
11/21 Eliza Porter 
11/21 Leah Wilcox 
11/22 Mark McConnell 
11/24 Ralph Oulton 
11/24 Ellie Walker 
11/27 Jeanie Barnard 
11/27 Ted Kern 
11/27 Katie McGraves-Lloyd 
11/27 Reed Silvers 
11/27 Heidi Williams 

 
 
 
 

The Angel gifts will benefit the Long Creek Youth Development Center.  
Star gifts benefit local school children in our community. 

 

Timeline for the 2016 Angels & Stars program: 

11/20 – Distribution of Angels/Wish Lists (to benefit Long Creek Youth Development Center) 

11/27 – Distribution of Stars (to benefit local families) 

12/4   – Angel gift bags due in Church 

12/11 – Star gifts due in Church 

Thank you for your help in making a Happy Christmas for the youth at Long Creek and our local school children.  

Happy Birthday 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

1:00 Faith Exploration 
 
7:00pm Education  
Committee 

2 
6:00pm Deacons 
 

3 
6:00pm: Bells 
7:30 pm: Chancel Choir 
 
 
 

4 
10:00 Brentwood  
8:00am-4:00pm: 
Lifeline Screening 

5 
7:00am-5:00pm: Lions 
makes apple pies 
9:00am-4:00pm:   
Racism Training 
(Auburn UCC) 

6                    8:30-9:00am: Youth choir 
9:30am: Worship; Communion 
3-5pm: Girl Scout Chorus 
4:00-6:00pm: OWL 
6:00pm: PF 

7 
 
6-8 pm: Quilters Blue 
Room 

8 
1:00pm:  Faith           
Exploration 
6-7pm: Scouts Blue 
room 
 

9 
6-8pm: Scouts Blue 
room 
6:30pm: Council 

10 
6:00: Bells 
6:15-7:30pm: Scouts  
7:30 Chancel Choir 
5:00-8:00pm:               
volleyball banquet (PH) 

11 
Veterans Day  
Holiday 
Office closed 
1:00-4:00pm GS in 
kitchen 

12 
9:00am-9:00pm: PF        
Dinner for PL (6:00pm 
doors open) 
9:00am-2:00pm: Blood 
Drive LDS church 

 13 
                        8:30-9:00am: Youth choir 
9:30 am: Worship: Stewardship Sunday; new 
members  
6-7:30pm: PF 
 

14 
6:00 Lions Supper 
 

15 
1:00 Faith Exploration 
Good News Deadline 
 
Christmas Fair set-up 
begins Parish Hall 

16 

 
 
Christmas Fair set-up 
(cont.) Parish Hall 

17      
6:15: Bells 
7:30 Chancel Choir 
 
Christmas Fair set-up 
(cont.) Parish Hall 

18 

 
 
Christmas Fair set-
up (cont.) Parish 

19 
8:30am-2:30pm:  
Christmas Fair 
 
 

20               8:30-9:00am: Youth choir 
Thanksgiving Sunday 9:30 am: Worship; 
Youth Choir; Neighbors in Need offering; 
Angel gift names distributed 
3-5pm: Girl Scout Chorus  
4:00-6:00pm: OWL 
6:00pm: PF 

21 
11:30am: MSCC 
Feast in Parish  Hall 

22 
11:30am: MSCC Feast  
in Parish Hall 
1 pm: Faith  
Exploration  (Farwell) 
6-7:00 Scouts (Bible)  
 

23 
 
Office hours  
8:30-12:00 

24 
 
 

25 
 
Office Closed 

26  
 

27                  8:30-9:00am: Youth choir 
9:30am: Worship First Sunday of Advent; 
string ensemble; Star gift names distributed 
4:30pm Cumberland Band Concert  
5:15pm Caroling on the Church steps      
5:30pm Lions Club Tree lighting,  
Santa, crafts (Parish Hall) 

28 
 
 

29 
6:00-8:00pm: Teacher 
training (Parish Hall) 

30  
 

  

12 



Jeanie Barnard, Marshall Baxter,  Anne Becklean, Diane Bennekamper, Carol Beyna, Katie Campbell, Dave Carlson, Lalla Carothers, 
Karen Gallati,  Bill Getz, Dick Klain,  Ellen Klain,  Chris Smith, Gene Weir,  Dave Witherill 
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In case you missed Paul Auclair’s peace candle lighting Columbus Day Weekend, Paul described the process of bringing solar panels 
to the church, and he described how he met Rocky Ackroyrd, founder and owner of GreenSun, the company that partnered with us 
on the project.  Paul shared Rocky’s deep fondness for Pilgrim Lodge, and how he installed (for free) solar panels on the PL staff 
cabin several years ago.  To celebrate our volunteers, Rocky made t-shirts for all who supported the solar project at our church! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Shaw and Sam Saltonstall, Board Members for Window-
Dressers, the non-profit that organized our Community Build 
October 16-21, were integral to our success. Sam and Steve 
met with our Green Team to introduce the idea of our hosting a 
Build a year ago.  This fall, they spent hours and hours                         
recruiting customers for inserts and volunteers for our Build.  
Each has volunteered for 4-5 days at our church, coming early 
and staying late to ensure a successful Build.  Both men worked 
patiently and cheerfully to teach, support, and work.   

Rocky, Steve, and Sam have shown their commitment to                    
reducing greenhouse gases, a benefit for us and our earth.   

I’m ever grateful to everyone—church and community                         
members—who helped support the solar panels, measured, 
assembled, and delivered window inserts, and all the folks who 
fed us and kept the coffee pot going!  You keep the Green Team 
strong and growing! 

Rocky, Ira, Diane, and Paul sporting their t-shirts! 
Lorraine Martin, photo 

Karen and Sally stretching one of the 286 
window inserts assembled at the Build 

Anne, Andy, and Sam taping 
Michelle taping 



Relax Renew Recharge: Retreat! 
 

***SIGN UP NOW FOR THE 2017 WOMEN’S RETREAT*** 
 

The Cumberland Congregational Church’s                          
Women’s Retreat will take place the weekend of 
January 6, 7, 8, 2017 at the Samoset Resort in 
Rockport, Maine.  Once again, the Retreat Planning 
Committee has been meeting behind the scenes to 
ensure a weekend of quality time, play, and soul  
renewing for all! 
 

 
This year’s theme is: “Awakening To Your Senses!” 
 
“When we fully awaken to our five senses, we are given the gift of a new world opening up to us with 
fresh, exciting experiences.”  ljm – yo 

u are invited – for a time of reflection and renewal – a gift to  
Registration forms for the retreat are in the connector and attached to the All-Church emails. As you know, 
the retreat fills up quickly. The price for this year’s retreat is based on double occupancy and is $250. This 
includes room, materials, meals, gratuities, service fees and retreat materials for the entire week-end.  
* Private Rooms are available for those who desire them for $338.  

 
The Samoset Resort is located 220 Warrenton St, Rockport, ME 04856. 

A legendary landmark cradled between a lush green hillside and the blue waters of Penobscot Bay, the Samoset Re-
sort welcomes guests to 230 acres of oceanfront elegance reminiscent of a bygone era. Their AAA Four-Diamond 
Maine Resort continues a tradition of gracious hospitality established over 100 years ago along with luxurious accom-
modations, distinctive dining, and year-round activities that celebrate their enchanting Rockport setting.. 
 

 

2017 Men’s Retreat  March 3, 4, 5 
Men’s Retreat will bring men together to   
enjoy the great outdoors in Maine or New 
Hampshire.  The service team leaders are 
working on finalizing the location.  Are you 
interested in signing up?  Simply email Dave 
Carlson at dcarlson@maine.rr.com or phone him 
at 207-408-1563. 
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January 8-10                    Women’s Retreat 
January 23                       Annual Wood Bankquet  
January 24                      Annual Meeting 

March 3-5                                    Men’s Retreat 
May 21      All-Church Retreat 

Looking Ahead  

The Church serves lunch the 2nd Sunday of each 
month at the  Preble Street Soup Kitchen.  
Leave 10:30 am from the church and  arrive back 
by 2 pm.   
Managers for November 13th are Dale 
Denno and  Jonathan Labaree.   
Call the Church office at 829-3419 if you 
can help. 
                             

Soup Kitchen 

Parish Notes 

Sympathy to the Sweetser Family on the death of 
Dick, October 10th 

Sympathy to Marilyn Morse and family on the 
death of her mother. 
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Food Pantry Needs 
baked beans 
jam/jelly 
salad oil 
tuna fish 
boxed mac and cheese 
spaghetti sauce 
spaghettios 

Hamburger helper 
condiments - ketchup, 
mayonnaise. 
personal hygiene items: 
shampoo, deodorant 
toothpaste,                               
toothbrushes,  
household cleaning                    
supplies 

Donations may be brought to the church or dropped 
off at the Town Hall Lobby during office hours,     
Friday afternoons at the Food Pantry or by calling 
Jean Lamson to arrange for a pick up. 721-0097 

Are you getting our All-Church-Email on Thursday?  
If not, email office@cumberlanducc.org                                                        

and we’ll add you to the list! 
Like us on Facebook!   

Casco Bay CAN (Create Awareness Now) 

Blood Drive 
Blood Drive: Saturday, November 12th 9am-2pm: 
Latter Day Saints Church, Rte 115 No. Yarmouth 

Due to hurricane Matthew, the national blood          
supply is facing a critical shortage. The Red Cross 
scheduled an Oct. blood drive at the Tuttle Road 
Church and is hoping for a good turnout in Nov. 

Red Cross staffing for the drive is dependent on 
the number of registrations, so please set up your 
appointment by registering online at red-
crossblood.org or calling 1-800-RED CROSS. Walk-
ins are always welcome but there may be a wait.  

Roughly 60% of our population cannot give blood; 
32% are eligible to donate---but only 8% donate. 

With cooler weather here, it's time to think about 
getting out the knitting needles or crochet hooks 
to create a warm and comforting shawl.  It would 
make a lovely gift for someone who's experiencing 
a rough time whether it be a medical issue, the 
loss of a dear one, of some other kind of tough                              
situation.   Most of the shawls are delivered to   
patients at Maine Medical Center by our own              
Judith Blanchard  while others are presented to 
people in our church or in the wider                                      
community.  The shawls are easy to make, even 
suitable for beginner knitters and crocheters, and I 
can supply directions and advice 
about needles and yarn.  FMI: 
Carol Beyna 829-5082. 

Prayer Shawls 

Communications 

Care Packages for College Students: Contact the 
office by Nov 11 with your student’s mailing                
address and D Madore will send a care package! 

November 2016 Tip of the Month 
Parents Are A Positive Role Model 
Social events and family gatherings are a great time 
to teach your child about celebrating safely 

Offer a variety of non-alcoholic drink options 
Separate locations for alcoholic &                              

non-alcoholic drinks 
Appoint a designated driver 
Host alcohol-free gatherings 
Lockup medications 

Casco Bay CAN is a grant funded project                          
sponsored by Cumberland County Government 
www.cascobaycan.org 

http://redcrossblood.org
http://redcrossblood.org
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